
	Unit code
	SISOCAY002M

	Unit title
	Lead canyoning activities, easy to intermediate canyons 

	Application
	This unit describes the performance outcomes, skills and knowledge required to abseil, belay, self-belay and lead dependent participants during canyoning activities in easy to intermediate canyons. It covers preparation, equipment management, safety practices, instructional techniques, leadership, and emergency responses.
This unit applies to any type of organisation that delivers outdoor recreation activities. It applies to leaders who work independently using discretion and judgement to manage risk and operational logistics, in both close to base and remote conditions. 
No occupational licensing, certification or specific legislative requirements apply to this unit at the time of publication.

	Pre-requisite unit
	Nil

	Competency field
	Canyoning

	Unit sector
	Outdoor Recreation

	Elements
	Performance criteria

	1. Prepare equipment, environment and participants
	1.1 Ask participants about accessibility, or support requirements 
1.2 Verify and obtain participant informed consent
1.2 Select suitable clothing for canyon conditions (e.g. wetsuit, dry suit, rainwear) and prepare waterproof storage for equipment and clothing
1.3 Confirm safety and emergency procedures and communication protocols
1.4 Identify route features and descent routes
1.5 Select and set up equipment
1.6 Attach descending devices and tie appropriate knots for belay systems
1.7 Inspect equipment for safety and assess participant-supplied gear

	2. Demonstrate and apply abseiling techniques 
	2.1 Demonstrate correct techniques for canyon abseiling and explain application
2.2 Use safety procedures and appropriate posture throughout descents
2.3 Negotiate hazards and follow instructions from belayers during descents
2.4 Retrieve ropes at bottom of pitches 
2.5 Apply techniques to minimise equipment and environmental damage

	3. Belay and self-belay during canyon descents
	3.1 Attach and maintain secure connection to anchor
3.2 Position self appropriately for belay stance
3.3 Belay with correct tension to manage descent and hazards
3.3 Secure and release abseilers using tie-off techniques where appropriate
3.4 Use back-up belay systems for self-belays; perform self-arrest, self-rescue and complete descent

	4. Lead and supervise canyoning activities
	4.1 Communicate objectives, risks, roles, responsibilities and boundaries
4.2 Use instructional techniques to build skills and manage behaviour
4.3 Monitor participant performance, provide feedback and adapt activities accordingly
4.4 Communicate with the group using questions, discussion and positive reinforcement 
4.5 Modify route or activity to suit prevailing conditions and participant needs

	5. Manage canyon safety and respond to incidents
	5.1 Identify emerging risks from activity conditions and participant behaviour 
5.2 Modify or retreat activity, or initiate rescue, if activity cannot continue safely
5.3 Complete dynamic risk assessments and discuss response required
5.4 Respond to emergencies in accordance with organisational procedures

	6. Finalise activities
	6.1 Facilitate participant debrief and gather feedback
6.2 Notify personnel of session completion
6.3 Inspect, tag and store equipment; document faults
6.4 Record incidents and injuries
6.5 Participate in team debrief and identify improvements

	Foundation skills
Reading skills to:
· interpret route descriptions, equipment specifications and safety procedures
Writing skills to: 
· complete incident, fault and safety documentation
Oral communication skills: 
· give instructions, ask and answer questions, and lead discussions
Teamwork to:
· collaborate with other leaders and manage group dynamics
Numeracy skills to:
· estimate rope loads, angles and environmental risks
Planning and organising skills to:
· adjust timing, logistics and sequencing of activities

	Range of conditions

	Assessment Requirements

	Performance evidence
	Evidence of the ability to complete tasks outlined in elements and performance criteria of this unit in the context of the job role, and:
Lead two canyoning sessions, including one in a wet canyon
Provide briefings to participants about entry, transitions, and hazards
Provide team debriefs after each session
Modify activities on two occasions
Respond to two emergencies and complete two incident reports
Complete one equipment fault report
Complete at least one bottom-braked descent (acknowledge higher difficulty)
Provide evidence of equipment storage and ensuring safe passage (carry-over from prior unit, with leadership emphasis)

	Knowledge evidence
	Demonstrated knowledge required to complete the tasks outlined in elements and performance criteria of this unit:
organisational safety and emergency response procedures for canyoning activities
purpose, features, and correct fit for safety, of personal protective equipment for abseiling in canyons to include:
· clothing
· footwear
· gloves, advantages and disadvantages
· abseiling/climbing helmets
· harnesses of different types, advantages and disadvantages
waterproofing and stowing techniques used to keep clothing, equipment and resources dry during wet canyoning activities
features, functions and operation of abseiling equipment used in canyons, descending devices, belay systems, and belay devices:
types of equipment and knots used, and how to tie them, when:
types of personal and equipment safety checks completed prior to abseiling and belaying
canyoning abseiling techniques and appropriate posture for easy to intermediate descents to include those for:
· walking backwards on dry and wet surfaces
· self-belayed descents
· lowering
· disconnecting self from belay in a pool of water
techniques for belaying others during easy to intermediate canyon abseils to include those for:
· establishing belaying position for effective and safe use of belay system
· rope handling and maintaining adequate rope tension
· controlling bottom brake system
· arresting abseiler falls
· securing abseiler, tying off belay system and releasing
reasons for attaching belayer to anchor system when belaying others 
communication protocols used between abseilers and belayers
typical hazards for abseiling in canyons, and techniques used to safely negotiate these
how to care for abseiling equipment during canyoning activities to avoid damage, and promote long lifespan
techniques used to minimise damage to canyon surfaces when abseiling in canyons

	Assessment conditions
	Assessment of performance evidence may be in a workplace setting or an environment that accurately represents a real workplace including a wet canyon context
Skills must be demonstrated in easy to intermediate canyons which may feature the following:
· pitches up to 30 metres
· anchors that can be easily reached
· room to regroup between abseils
· pitches that require some up and down climbing using a rope
· canyon escapes can take up to 1 hour.
Wet canyons may feature:
· low vertical flow
· pools of calm to slightly moving water
· pools that require jumps between 3 to 5 metres
· low to moderately angled slides.
The following resources must be available to replicate industry conditions of operation:
· first aid equipment
· communication equipment for emergency response
· rescue equipment.
Assessment must ensure use of:
· participants with whom the individual interacts during canyoning activities
· personal protective equipment to include:
· abseiling or climbing helmets
· harnesses
· gloves, as required
· anchors which can include:
· fixed artificial
· naturally occurring
· artificial removable
· abseiling equipment to include:
· carabiners
· rope which can include static and or dynamic rope
· rope protectors
· tape or sewn sling
· Prusik cords
· descending devices
· belay devices
· at least one bottom-brake system
· template safety checklists
· organisational safety and emergency response procedures for canyoning activities.
Assessors must satisfy the Standards for Registered Training Organisations requirements for assessors, and:
· have a collective period of at least three years’ experience as a canyoning guide, leader or instructor where they have applied the skills and knowledge covered in this unit of competency; the three years’ experience.

	Unit mapping information
	No equivalent unit
This unit combines content from
SISOCAY002 Abseil in easy to intermediate canyons
SISOCAY006 Lead canyoning activities, easy to intermediate canyons

	Links
	Link to Companion Volume Implementation Guide.
https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=1ca50016-24d2-4161-a044-d3faa200268b



	
	
	



