	Unit code
	SISOCLM002M

	Unit title
	Lead single pitch climbing activities natural surfaces, top rope climbing

	Application
	This unit describes the performance outcomes, skills and knowledge required to perform climbs (demonstrate competence in top rope climbing skills) and lead groups in top rope contexts (guide, supervise, and manage participants).
It encompasses climbing, belaying, instructing, supervising and ensuring safety during top rope climbing activities. The unit applies to individuals who climb independently as well as those who guide and supervise participants in outdoor settings on natural and artificial surfaces according to predetermined activity plans.
This unit applies to leaders, guides, instructors and participants operating in outdoor recreation organisations. Individuals may work independently or in teams and use discretion and judgement to adapt plans, manage risks and ensure participant safety and engagement.
No occupational licensing, certification or specific legislative requirements apply to this unit at the time of publication.

	Pre-requisite unit
	Nil

	Competency field
	Climbing

	Unit sector
	Outdoor Recreation

	Elements
	Performance criteria

	1. Prepare equipment, participants and route






	1.1 Identify route description, natural features, hazards and contingencies using activity plan and maps
1.2 Select, rack and set up equipment to suit participants and conditions
1.3 Check and adjust participants’ and own equipment for safety and fit
1.4 Attach belay equipment and tie knots appropriate to the belay system

	2. Brief participants and demonstrate top rope and belaying techniques
	2.1 Explain planned objectives and key activity details to participants
2.2 Inform participants of known and anticipated risks, safety procedures and communication protocols
2.3 Demonstrate and explain climbing and belaying techniques
2.4 Check and confirm participant ability to use and control equipment and adjust if required

	3. Lead and supervise climbs
	3.1 Facilitate group communication with questions, corrective feedback and instruction 
3.2 Check activity conditions and hazards, and correct breaches 
3.3 Amend activities if risk is unacceptable to cease activity if required
3.4 Respond to emergency situations according to organisational safety, emergency response and first aid procedures

	4. Climb and descend single pitch routes using top rope techniques
	4.1 Use climbing techniques suited to route features and natural surface
4.2 Locate and use rest positions when fatigued
4.3 Descend in a controlled manner and negotiate hazards
4.4 Communicate with belayer during climb
4.5 Use methods to minimise environmental impact and equipment wear

	5. Belay top rope climbers
	5.1 Establish belaying position and attach to anchor system as required
5.2 Maintain rope tension and arrest falls 
5.3 Monitor climber progress and maintain clear communication
5.4 Secure and release climber using tie off techniques 

	6. Complete post-activity responsibilities
	6.1 Debrief participants with discussion on technique and session satisfaction
6.2 Notify relevant personnel of activity completion
6.3 Retrieve equipment, inspect for wear or breakage, tag faults and store in designated area
6.4 Document any equipment faults and incidents including injuries and near misses
6.5 Participate in team debrief and suggest improvements for future activities

	Foundation skills
Reading skills to: 
· interpret route maps, organisational safety procedures and environmental conditions
Writing skills to: 
· complete safety, incident, and equipment reports 
Oral communications skills to: 
· provide clear and unambiguous instructions to participants using language and terms easily understood
· task open and closed probe questions and actively listen to determine participants’ understanding of instructions
Numeracy skills to: 
· calculate loads, fall distances and equipment suitability
Teamwork skills to:
· pro-actively and cooperatively engage with team leaders and participants
Planning and organising skills to: 
· manage own timing and that of participants to complete activities within organisational service times

	Range of conditions

	Assessment Requirements

	Performance evidence
	Evidence of the ability to complete tasks outlined in elements and performance criteria of this unit in the context of the job role, and:
· Lead and supervise two top rope climbing sessions (one on natural surfaces for a group of participants, and one on artificial surfaces for a group of participants)
· Require leading at least 2 groups across two different locations.  Include client-facing tasks: briefings, equipment fitting checks, and ongoing supervision 
· Independently complete two single pitch top rope climbing sessions using six of the following techniques:
· bridging, chimneying, crimping, heel hooks, jamming, laybacking, lunging, mantle, pinch grips, side pulls, smearing, underclings
· During climbs, consistently:
· follow safety procedures and negotiate hazards
· use appropriate communication protocols
· connect self to belay system
· Belay climbers and perform:
· two top rope top belays
· two top rope bottom belays
· two simulated climber falls, and safely secure and release climber
· Complete two equipment fault reports and implement two activity modifications

	Knowledge evidence
	Demonstrated knowledge required to complete the tasks outlined in elements and performance criteria of this unit:
· Organisational safety, emergency response, and first aid procedures for climbing sessions
· Purpose and correct fit of personal protective equipment (PPE)
· Features and operation of climbing and belay equipment
· Types and functions of belay systems and devices
· Types of knots and when/how to use them
· Top rope climbing techniques and adaptations for natural features
· Instruction techniques suited to age and ability
· Communication protocols: calls, hand signals, whistles
· Group dynamics: motivation, cohesion and resolution strategies
· Activity planning and modification for different abilities and conditions
· Environmental strategies to reduce impact and protect surfaces
· Equipment care and maintenance during and post activity

	Assessment conditions
	Skills must be demonstrated in an environment where single pitch top rope climbs are completed on natural and artificial surfaces.
Assessment must ensure:
· Use of a group of real or simulated participants (3 or more)
· Use of real-world conditions, scenarios or case studies, including:
· outdoor top rope environment with changing weather, varying participant needs, hazards, and emergencies
· Availability of:
· first aid kit, communication and rescue equipment
· PPE including helmets, harnesses
· anchors (fixed, natural, removable), climbing and belay equipment
· safety checklists, consent forms, report templates
· documented organisational safety and emergency procedures
· Assessors must:
· have a collective period of at least three years’ experience as a climbing leader, guide or instructor, where they have applied the skills and knowledge covered in this unit of competency: the three years’ experience can incorporate full and or part time experience.

	Unit mapping information
	No equivalent unit
This unit combines content from the following UoCs:
· SISOCLM002 Top rope climb single pitches, natural surfaces
· SISOCLM008 Lead single pitch climbing activities on artificial surfaces, top rope climbing
· SISOCLM009 Lead single pitch climbing activities on natural surfaces, top rope climbing

	Links
	Link to Companion Volume Implementation Guide.
https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=1ca50016-24d2-4161-a044-d3faa200268b



