
	Unit code
	SISOCVE001

	Unit title
	Traverse caves

	Application
	This unit covers the fundamental skills required to participate in caving activities. It does not cover leadership, group management, or instructional responsibilities. It describes the performance outcomes, skills and knowledge required for the participant to travel through caves with frequently travelled tracks and a range of formations and features that may or may not be reliably marked on maps. It requires the ability to safely negotiate a range of terrain obstacles, hazards and cave formations using techniques that minimise environmental damage.  
This unit applies to any type of organisation that delivers outdoor recreation activities. including commercial, not-for-profit and government organisations.
No occupational licensing, certification or specific legislative requirements apply to this unit at the time of publication.

	Pre-requisite unit
	Nil

	Competency field
	Caving

	Unit sector
	Outdoor Recreation

	Elements
	Performance criteria

	1. Prepare for horizontal caving activities
	1.1 Obtain information on the features, formations and hazards for local caves
1.2 Obtain and use navigational tools appropriate to the cave environment
1.3 Plan the primary route and identify contingency routes and emergency exit points
1.4 Select clothing, footwear and personal protective equipment suitable for caving conditions and activities
1.5 Check safety and emergency response procedures, and minimal impact codes 
1.6 Complete equipment safety check prior to caving activities

	2. Navigate in caves
	2.1 Follow a route in a cave using a map, compass and navigation aids
2.2 Use techniques to estimate distance travelled
2.3 Identify cave features using map and compass 
2.4 Adjust the planned route based on prevailing conditions, and navigate using navigation aids, maps, and compass 
2.6 Use techniques that minimise damage to equipment and environment 

	3. Travel through caves
	3.1 Maintain close contact and communicate with party members throughout all activities
3.2 Safely approach, and negotiate obstacles, hazards and cave terrain 
3.3 Select and use caving techniques to move through caves

	Foundation skills
Reading skills to:
· interpret detailed and familiar organisational safety and emergency response procedures
· interpret complex and potentially unfamiliar technical information about routes and environmental features
Oral communications skills to:
· use clear verbal and non-verbal communications 
Numeracy skills to:
· interpret and calculate numerical data involving, distances, times, depths, gradients and degrees
Problem-solving skills to:
· adapt to changing situations and terrain by selecting appropriate techniques Planning and organising skills:
· manage own timing to complete activities within planned timeframes

	Range of conditions

	Assessment Requirements

	Performance evidence
	Evidence of the ability to complete tasks outlined in elements and performance criteria of this unit in the context of the job role, and:
· During three caving trips:
· navigate three pre-planned routes using maps, compass and underground navigation aids
· Across the three trips, use three of the following techniques when traversing caves:
· squeezing
· crawling
· rock scrambling
· stooping
· chimneying
· bridging
· walking through stream passages
· during each caving trip, consistently:
· follow safety procedures and safely negotiate hazards
· comply with minimal impact caving codes.
· Determine two minor adjustments to routes

	Knowledge evidence
	Demonstrated knowledge required to complete the tasks outlined in elements and performance criteria of this unit:
· Relevant industry standards, codes of practice, or guidelines for safe caving activities (for example, those published by recognised caving associations
· Organisational safety and emergency response procedures for caving activities
· Types of navigation aids found in caves and how these can assist with navigation
· Typical hazards associated with horizontal caving activities, and techniques used to safely negotiate these

	Assessment conditions
	Assessment of performance evidence may be in a workplace setting or an environment that accurately represents a real workplace.
Skills must be demonstrated in natural caves which feature frequently travelled tracks and a range of formations and features which may or may not be reliably marked on maps.
The following resources must be available to replicate industry conditions of operation:
· first aid equipment
· communication equipment for emergency response
· rescue equipment
Assessment must ensure use of:
· a group of participants with whom the individual interacts during caving activities
· real workplace situations, or simulated activities, or case study scenarios that test aspects of this unit that involve adjusting planned routes
· personal protective equipment to include:
· gloves
· caving helmets
· headlamps
· compasses
· containers for the removal of liquid and solid waste including those for human waste
· cave maps and guides
· caving codes including those issued by the Australian Speleological Federation (ASF):
· minimal impact caving code
· code of ethics
· template safety checklists
· organisational safety and emergency response procedures for caving activities
Navigation may involve features, markers, or guides rather than formal maps
Assessors must satisfy the Standards for Registered Training Organisations requirements for assessors, and:
· have a collective period of at least three years’ experience as a canyoning leader where they have applied the skills and knowledge covered in this unit of competency.

	Unit mapping information
	No equivalent unit

	Links
	Companion Volume Implementation Guides - https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=1ca50016-24d2-4161-a044-d3faa200268b 



