
	Unit code
	SISOFSH00M

	Unit title
	Select bait and rig tackle outfits 

	Application
	This unit describes the performance outcomes, skills and knowledge required to support recreational fishing activities through the selection, collection and maintenance of bait, berley and tackle. It includes the ability to select, catch and store bait suited to the target species, maintain live and dead bait for future use, choose appropriate berley to attract fish, and select; rig and balance tackle outfits suited to the fishing method, location, habitat and species.
Recreational fishing activities are diverse and may occur in various regions and water types. This unit applies to leaders who apply these skills when leading participants during fishing activities, as well as to assistants and support staff. Leadership skills are addressed in complementary units.
This unit applies to any type of organisation that delivers outdoor recreation activities.
Recreational fishing is regulated by specific legislation in each Australian state and territory. All training and assessment activities must comply with relevant local, state or territory, and international requirements.
No occupational licensing, certification or specific legislative requirements apply to this unit at the time of publication.

	Pre-requisite unit
	Nil

	Competency field
	Fishing

	Unit sector
	Outdoor Recreation

	Elements
	Performance criteria

	1. Select bait and berley
	1.1 Identify target fish species and their feeding habits
1.2 Evaluate effectiveness of frozen, manufactured and fresh bait to catch target species
1.3 Select bait and/or berley appropriate to the feeding behaviour and location
1.4 Confirm legality and suitability of manufactured bait where applicable

	2. Catch and maintain bait
	2.1 Follow organisational safety procedures during bait catching activities
2.2 Select and set up suitable equipment and methods for catching target bait species
2.3 Operate equipment effectively to collect bait and maximise yield
2.4 Comply with local bait collection regulations and permissions
2.5 Assess bait freshness and maintain live bait in suitable conditions
2.6 Store dead bait appropriately for future use

	3. Select tackle outfit
	3.1 Select rod, reel and line appropriate to the fishing method, environment and target species 
3.2 Confirm compatibility and class of rod, reel and line 
3.3 Check and comply with tackle-related regulations at the location

	4. Select and rig terminal tackle
	4.1 Select terminal tackle suited to the fishing method, habitat and target species
4.2 Choose hook size and style appropriate to the species
4.3 Select sinkers, traces, leaders and swivels according to conditions and equipment
4.4 Prepare and rig tackle using appropriate methods and tie knots suited to the gear
4.5 Select and rig accessories to enhance catch success

	5. Balance outfit
	5.1 Match rod, reel, line and terminal tackle for overall balance and function
5.2 Adjust components to achieve optimal performance and line strength requirements

	Foundation skills
Reading skills to: 
· interpret detailed and familiar organisational safety procedures for fishing activities
Numeracy skills to: 
· determine the size of hooks and weight of terminal tackle components through visual and tactile estimations
Planning and organising skills to: 
· interpret detailed and familiar organisational safety procedures for fishing activities
Problem-solving skills to: 
· make ongoing adjustments to the balance of fishing tackle rigs until final balance is achieved

	Range of conditions

	Assessment Requirements

	Performance evidence
	Evidence of the ability to complete tasks outlined in the elements and performance criteria of this unit in the context of the job role, and:
Select, catch and maintain bait for at least two different target fish species, including:
· Determining species-specific feeding habits and bait preferences
· Evaluating and selecting appropriate bait types (fresh, frozen, manufactured)
· Using safe, effective collection methods and equipment for bait
· Maintaining live bait in appropriate conditions and storing dead bait for later use
Select and rig tackle outfits for two different target fish species, including:
· Selecting rod, reel and line suited to fishing method, location and species
· Selecting, preparing and rigging terminal tackle components (e.g., hooks, sinkers, leaders, swivels)
· Using correct methods and knots to rig tackle
· Selecting appropriate fishing accessories to maximise catch
· Adjusting and balancing the rod, reel, line and terminal tackle for optimal performance
· Follow organisational safety procedures throughout all activities
· Interpret and apply fishing regulations relevant to tackle and bait for the location

	Knowledge evidence
	Demonstrated knowledge required to complete the tasks outlined in the elements and performance criteria of this unit:
Organisational safety procedures for bait collection and rigging activities
Local, state/territory, and international fishing regulations, including:
· Prohibited and permitted bait species and collection methods
· Prohibited and permitted tackle types and configurations
Species-specific factors influencing bait and tackle selection:
· Feeding behaviour and habitat of target fish species
· Effectiveness and legal use of fresh, frozen and manufactured bait
Methods and equipment used to:
· Catch and maintain live bait
· Store dead bait for future use
Selection principles for rods, reels and lines, including matching to:
· Type of fishing (e.g., fly, surf, estuary)
· Habitat and water conditions
· Target fish species
Types and purposes of terminal tackle and accessories, including:
· Hooks (e.g., barbed, barbless), sinkers, swivels, leaders, traces
· Berley cages, floats, bait scents, fluorescent additives
Knots used in fishing:
· Terminal knots, line-to-line knots, specialty knots
· When and why each knot type is used
Techniques for balancing tackle outfits:
· Matching rod, reel, line and terminal tackle
· Understanding breaking strain, line class, and performance requirements
Benefits of balanced tackle in recreational fishing performance

	Assessment conditions
	Assessment of performance evidence may be in a workplace setting or an environment that accurately represents a real workplace.
Skills must be demonstrated in an environment where fishing activities take place, including field-based settings with access to appropriate water bodies, fish habitats, and local conditions. Assessment must ensure the use of:
· Rods, reels, lines and terminal tackle suited to the target species, fishing method, location and applicable regulations
· Live and/or dead bait, or equipment for bait catching and collection
· Tools and equipment used to rig tackle (e.g., pliers, scissors, bait needles)
· Personal protective equipment suited to the task
· Organisational safety procedures for bait handling and tackle rigging
· First aid equipment consistent with industry conditions of operation
Assessors must satisfy the Standards for Registered Training Organisations (RTOs) requirements for assessors and must:
· Have a collective period of at least three years’ experience as a fishing leader, guide or instructor, where they have applied the skills and knowledge covered in this unit. 
Assessment must ensure:
· Compliance with fishing regulations applicable to the location, including permissions, bag limits, tackle and bait restrictions
· Repetition of tasks to demonstrate consistency of performance across multiple situations, including three different target species and tackle configurations
· Observation of performance in conditions that allow for rigging, bait catching, and outfit balancing relevant to common recreational fishing contexts

	Unit mapping information
	No equivalent unit
(combines SISOFSH002 & SISOFSH003)

	Links
	Link to Companion Volume Implementation Guide.
https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=1ca50016-24d2-4161-a044-d3faa200268b



	
	
	



