
	Unit code
	SISPDC006M

	Unit title
	Lead paddlecraft on inland flatwater

	Application
	This unit describes the performance outcomes, skills and knowledge required to lead and manage a group of participants in paddlecraft activities, including canoes and kayaks, on inland flatwater areas such as lakes, dams and slow-moving rivers. It requires the ability to plan and prepare activities, conduct safety briefings, instruct and monitor participants, apply leadership and communication strategies, manage group safety, perform rescues, and evaluate the activity. 
This unit applies to any type of organisation that delivers outdoor recreation activities including commercial, not-for-profit and government organisations.
It applies to leaders who work independently using discretion and judgement to manage operational logistics and risk within predetermined guidelines.
When working at or close to base and assistance, they manage routine problems in consultation with relevant personnel. Where assistance is not immediately available, leaders use additional skills, covered by other units, to manage significant problems, e.g. rescues, injury or illness in remote locations.
No occupational licensing, certification or specific legislative requirements apply to this unit at the time of publication.

	Pre-requisite unit
	Nil

	Competency field
	Paddlecraft

	Unit sector
	Outdoor Recreation

	Elements
	Performance criteria

	Elements describe the essential outcomes
	Performance criteria describe the performance needed to demonstrate achievement of the element

	1. Plan and prepare paddlecraft activity
	1.1 Ask participants about any accessibility or support requirements
1.2 Provide participants with organisational consent information, respond to participant questions and obtain informed consent
1.3 Select and check paddlecraft, safety, rescue, and communication equipment suitable for the group, craft type (canoe or kayak), and conditions, ensuring safe working condition
1.4 Select and check clothing, footwear, and personal protective equipment for self and participants, suitable for the paddle and forecast conditions
1.5 Plan route, entry and exit points, and contingency options based on environmental conditions, group ability, and safety considerations
1.6 Develop and communicate activity plan to relevant personnel, ensuring clarity of participant roles and responsibilities
1.7 Waterproof, pack and accessibly stow clothing, personal resources, and food

	2. Lead participants and manoeuvre craft on flatwater
	2.1 Communicate activity objectives, safety procedures, communication protocols, environmental conditions, and paddling techniques
2.2 Select safe location for group to enter the water; supervise mounting and balance of craft
2.3 Control direction of craft forward, in reverse, and when turning, maintaining correct posture, stance, rotation, and stroke technique
2.4 Maintain visual contact, communication, and group formation throughout the activity
2.5 Monitor participant performance and provide directions, encouragement and corrective instruction to improve techniques
2.6 Safely approach and negotiate obstacles and hazards while maintaining group safety and cohesion
2.7 Establish and maintain a safe, sustainable paddling rhythm and pace for the group

	3. Manage incidents and perform rescues in flatwater conditions
	3.1 Respond to capsizes, injuries, or other incidents, prioritising participant safety
3.2 Perform self-rescue in deep water for both canoe and kayak scenarios
3.3 Lead and coordinate deep-water rescues, using other leaders or party members, rescue equipment, and craft
3.4 Manoeuvre rescue craft to the rescuee, form a raft-up, and position to enable rescue
3.5 Provide instructions to rescuee and assistants during rescue operations
3.6 Assist rescuee to flip and remount the craft or return to shore 
3.7 Assess ability of rescuee to continue; arrange tow to nearest safe landing if necessary

	4. Complete post activity responsibilities
	4.1 Land and disembark craft while maintaining stability and safety for self and participants
4.2 Secure craft to bank, shore, or jetty using appropriate knots
4.3 Secure craft for road transport
4.4 Debrief participants and encourage discussion on their technique and satisfaction with session
4.5 Retrieve equipment, inspect for wear or breakage, tag faults and store in designated area
4.6 Document any equipment faults and incidents including injuries and near misses
4.7 Evaluate own leadership performance and participant feedback to identify improvements for future activities

	Foundation skills
Reading skills: 
· to interpret detailed familiar organisational policies and procedures
Writing skills: 
· to complete forms such as safety checklists, equipment fault and incident reports 
Oral communications skills: 
· to provide instructions to participants and ask open and closed questions; to actively listen to determine participants’ understanding of instructions
Teamwork skills: 
· to pro-actively and cooperatively work within teams of leaders, support and operational staff to organise activity logistics and solve operational problems
Planning and organising skills: 
· to manage timing to complete activities within organisational service times

	Range of conditions
The term paddlecraft in this unit includes canoes and kayaks used in enclosed and inland flatwater conditions

	Assessment Requirements

	Performance evidence

	Evidence of the ability to complete tasks outlined in the elements and performance criteria of this unit in the context of the job role, and:
· Lead at least three group paddlecraft sessions (canoe and/or kayak), ensuring safety, participant instruction, and engagement
· During each session, consistently:
· Follow and enforce safety procedures
· Supervise participants to safely negotiate hazards
· Monitor and coach paddling techniques for:
· forward and reverse paddle
· forward and reverse sweeps
· bow draw stroke
· emergency stop
· feathered and sculling draw
· forward J stroke
· low support
· Participate in simulations to:
· Re-establish an overturned canoe and kayak and remount in deep water on two occasions
· Return to shore, swimming a maximum distance of 50 metres, when separated from craft on two occasions
· Complete two deep-water rescues to assist a single paddler to re-establish and remount a canoe and kayak
· Provide two tows using a towline with a quick release system

	Knowledge evidence

	Demonstrated knowledge required to complete the tasks outlined in elements and performance criteria of this unit:
· Leadership principles: group management, decision-making, role allocation, and conflict resolution
· Organisational safety and emergency procedures for paddlecraft activities
· Exposure protection swimwear and footwear for varying environmental conditions
· Features, materials, and performance characteristics of canoes and kayaks used in flatwater conditions
· Communication protocols for group paddlecraft activities, including verbal, hand signals, whistles, and paddle signals
· Environmental awareness: hydrological features of inland flatwater and associated hazards
· Technical paddling strokes, posture, and technique for different manoeuvres
· Self-rescue and participant rescue techniques specific to canoes and kayaks in flatwater
· Rescue equipment usage, including towlines, quick release systems, and knives
· Debriefing techniques for reviewing activity outcomes and safety considerations

	Assessment conditions

	Skills must be demonstrated on inland flatwater areas such as lakes, dams, or slow-moving rivers, using canoe and/or kayak. The environment must feature:
· Less than moderate wind conditions
· Current flow consistently documented as less than 1 knot
An area for assessment should not be classified as flatwater if any of the following are present:
· Rapids of any grade
· Surf of any size
· Fetch greater than 1 nautical mile
The following resources must be available to replicate industry conditions:
· A group of participants to lead in canoe and kayak activities
· Canoes and kayaks, paddles, and leashes
· Exposure protection swimwear and footwear suitable for conditions
· Personal protective equipment (helmets, PFDs)
· Rescue equipment including towlines, knives, and quick release systems
· Communication equipment for emergency response
· First aid equipment
· Templates such as safety checklists and organisational safety and emergency response procedures for paddlecraft activities

	Unit mapping information
	No equivalent unit.  
This unit contains content from: 
SISOKYK005 Lead kayaking activities on inland flatwater 
SISOCNE005 Lead canoeing activities on inland flatwater

	Links
	Link to Companion Volume Implementation Guide.
https://vetnet.gov.au/Pages/TrainingDocs.aspx?q=1ca50016-24d2-4161-a044-d3faa200268b



